
1

• New Leadership for National 
Marine Trades Council ... page 6

• NMMA Reports Steady Boat Sales 
... page 7

• Monitoring Derelect Vessels ... 
page 10

August 2021

https://www.linkedin.com/company/25065426/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Association-of-Marina-Industries/1385586385013432
https://twitter.com/marinaassoc/


2

Welcome to the August IssueWelcome to the August Issue Industry NewsIndustry News
Suntex Acquires Faro Blanco Marina

Suntex Marina Investors announced the first acquisition in its new partnership 
with Centerbridge Capital and Resilient Capital Partners — Faro Blanco Marina 
in the Florida Keys city of Marathon.

“The Suntex team is so excited to add such an iconic destination to our premier 
network of marina assets,” 
Bryan Redmond, founder 

and president of Suntex Marinas, said in a statement. 
“Faro Blanco fits in perfectly with the type of location and 
amenities that make the Suntex experience so desirable 
for our customer base. We are appreciative that owners 
of the adjacent Faro Blanco Resort, EOS Investors, has 
entrusted Suntex to take the Faro Blanco Marina to a 
level of excellence in line with their vision for the entire 
property.”

Located near the Seven Mile Bridge bayside in the lower 
Florida Keys, the marina provides access to the waters of 
the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico for excellent 
fishing, diving and pleasure boating.

An hour north of Key West and two hours south of Miami, it’s a popular destination for cruising clubs and yacht 
rendezvous.

The marina has 74 slips and accommodates vessels between 35 and 140 feet, with fuel and pump-out services, 
dockside hookups and a resort-owned restaurant facing the marina. It’s also proximate to amenities in the 

Keys such as dolphin experiences, private beaches, div-
ing excursions and more.

The contiguous Faro Blanco Resort is pursuing reno-
vations to the hotel and grounds, with an expanded 
pool area, waterslide, tiki huts and more. Marina guests 
have full access to the hotel’s outdoor amenities and 
restaurant.

The Suntex portfolio includes marinas in California, 
Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Tennessee and Virginia.

https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTgzNDIxMjgxOTAxNzQ5Mjg2/suntex_faro_blanco_press_release_082521.pdf
http://www.suntex.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/25065426/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Association-of-Marina-Industries/1385586385013432
https://twitter.com/marinaassoc/
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Training Calendar 2021

Intermediate Marina Management 
(IMM) Course

October 31 – November 4, 
2021

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Advanced Marina Management 
(AMM) Course

December 5-10m 2021
Jacksonville, FL

Industry NewsIndustry News

Industry News continued on Page  4

Oasis Marinas to Manage Grande 
Dunes

Oasis Marinas has been tapped to oversee the day-
to-day operations, facilities and grounds mainte-
nance, marketing, and more at the Marina at Grande 
Dunes in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

The Marina at Grande Dunes is the only marina in the 
city of Myrtle Beach and is nestled within the Grande 
Dunes community on the Intracoastal Waterway. The 
full-service marina has 126 slips, able to accommo-
date vessels up to 120 feet in length. The facility has 
state-of-the-art floating docks, non-ethanol gas and 
diesel fuel, pump out, and power available for boat-
ers.

Other amenities at The Marina at Grande Dunes in-
clude an on-site restaurant (The Anchor Café), hotel 
(Marina Inn) and a ship’s store for snacks, merchan-
dise, and more. The Anchor Café features waterfront 
dining on the scenic Intracoastal Waterway. This 
property in South Carolina is located just a few miles 
from Broadway at the Beach and other popular at-
tractions in the area.

The Grande Dunes Members Club has a clubhouse 
with dining options and abilities to host events, while 
the Ocean Club features views of the Atlantic Ocean, 
and access to the sandy beaches of Myrtle Beach. The 
Tennis Club, YMCA, and Resort Course are all oppor-
tunities for fitness and family-fun activities.

Oasis Marinas was founded by a group of boaters 
with executive expertise in hospitality and technol-
ogy who are dedicated to creating a high-quality 
experience. The Oasis Marinas portfolio has reached 
40 properties, over 6,500 wet & dry slips under man-
agement, and hundreds of RV pads, spanning from 
the Northeast, Lake Erie, the Chesapeake Bay and Po-
tomac, and down to the coast of Florida. This is Oa-
sis Marinas first property under management on the 
ICW in the state of South Carolina.

“We are honored and humbled to be awarded this 
management contract and to be a part of this phe-

nomenal community of Grande Dunes,” said Oasis 
Marinas CEO and Founder, Dan Cowens. He went on 
to add, “This marina is a significant location for our 
company as it connects our properties in the Mid-
Atlantic down the ICW to Florida. Our boaters now 
have a direct line on the Intracoastal Waterway, and 
the Grande Dunes community has resources up and 
down the east coast they can rely on. We are thrilled 
to be able to showcase our remarkable operations at 
The Marina at Grande Dunes.”

Space Coast Marinas Buys Pelican 
Harbor

The City of Palm Bay, Florida has accepted a con-
tract from Space Coast Marinas LLC for the purchase 
of Pelican Harbor Marina.

http://oasismarinas.com/
http://www.marinainnatgrandedunes.com/
http://www.marinainnatgrandedunes.com/
https://www.miamiandbeaches.com/thing-to-do/water-activities/pelican-harbor-marina/1001
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Space Coast Marinas submitted a counteroffer of 
$1.7M to purchase the marina for the development 
of a dry dock boat storage and service facility, boat 
launch and wash service, boat club, ship store, tiki bar 
with an outdoor entertainment venue, restaurant, and 
retail amenities to include a valet service. Space Coast 
Marinas intends to renovate the existing marina slips 
and construct and maintain a public boardwalk along 
the waterfront. The overall capital investment for this 
development project is expected to be at least $10-
12M and create approximately 302 new jobs. The 
developer has also purchased two privately owned 
parcels, a 0.37-acre vacant site and the Bait & Tackle.

The buyer will retain the existing 1,600 square-foot 
facility that houses Paddling Paradise under a month-
to-month lease with the City. Paddling Paradise has 
offered kayak and stand-up paddleboard rentals and 
tours at this site for nearly two years, generating eco-
tourism to Turkey Creek and the Indian River along 
Palm Bay’s bayfront.

Port 32 Marinas Buys Florida Marinas

A South Carolina company has acquired a trio of ma-
rinas in Southwest Florida from Walker Marine Group.
Charleston-based Port 32 Marinas bought Walker Ma-
rine Group marinas in Naples, Marco Island, and Cape 
Coral. The purchase price wasn’t disclosed.

The Walker Marinas include approximately 1,015 slips 
and offer a variety of marine-related amenities, ac-
cording to a statement. Each marina also features on-
site sales and service operations by OneWater Marine 
Inc. as a long-term commercial tenant.

The transactions mark the first acquisitions to close 
following the completion of Port 32’s previously an-
nounced recapitalization led by New York-based in-
vestment firm Fireside Investments. Following the 
completion of the acquisitions and the completion of 
redevelopments in Fort Lauderdale and Palm Beach 
Gardens, Port 32 will own and operate approximately 
4,100 dry and wet slips and over 140,000 square feet 
of commercial tenant space.

Port 32 Marinas is a leading owner, operator, devel-
oper, and acquirer of dry and wet slip coastal marina 
assets.

Marina Holdings Named To Inc. 5000’s 
Fastest Growing Companies List

Maine-based Marina Holdings LLC, which is com-
prised of Yarmouth Boat Yard, Moose Landing Ma-
rina, and Freedom Boat Club of Maine, was named 
to Inc. magazine’s annual Inc. 5000 list of the nation’s 
fastest-growing private companies.

This prestigious ranking represents a unique look at 
the most successful companies within the American 
economy’s most dynamic segment—its independent 
small businesses. Not only have the companies on 
the 2021 Inc. 5000 been competitive within their mar-
kets, but this year’s list also proved resilient and flex-
ible given 2020’s unprecedented challenges. Among 
the 5000, the average median three-year growth rate 
soared to 543 percent, and median revenue reached 
$11.1 million. Together, those companies added more 
than 610,000 jobs over the past three years.

“I couldn’t be prouder of our hardworking crew,” stat-
ed Steve Arnold, owner of Marina Holdings LLC. “Last 
year was extremely difficult for a number of reasons,” 
he explained. “Our team not only stepped up to the 
plate, they excelled, helping to propel us to record 
growth. Despite the many challenges we faced, they 
continued to give it their all every day and this award 
is proof of their commitment and determination.”

Companies on the 2021 Inc. 5000 are ranked accord-
ing to percentage revenue growth from 2017 to 2020. 
To qualify, companies must have been founded and 
generating revenue by March 31, 2017. They must be 
U.S.-based, privately held, for-profit, and indepen-
dent—not subsidiaries or divisions of other compa-
nies—as of December 31, 2020. (Since then, some on 
the list may have gone public or been acquired.) The 
minimum revenue required for 2017 is $100,000; the 
minimum for 2020 is $2 million. Growth rates used 
to determine company rankings were calculated to 

http://www.walkersmarine.com/
http://www.port32marinas.com/
http://www.onewatermarine.com/
http://www.onewatermarine.com/
http://www.marinaholdingsllc.com/
http://www.yarmouthboatyard.com/
http://www.mooselandingmarina.com/
http://www.mooselandingmarina.com/
http://freedomboatclubmaine.com/
http://www.inc.com/
https://marinaassociation.org/conferenceandexpotravelinfo
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three decimal places. There was one tie on this year’s 
Inc. 5000.

Companies on the list are featured in Inc.’s Septem-
ber issue. They represent the top tier of the Inc. 5000, 
which can be found here.

New Leadership For National Marine 
Trades Council

The National Marine Trades Council (NMTC) an-
nounced the recent appointment of Kitty McGowan 
as chair and Lori Wheeler as vice-chair of the orga-
nization.

Kitty McGowan, president of the U.S. Superyacht As-
sociation and industry veteran of more than 30 years, 
views her role as chair of the NMTC as a great way 
to advocate for the marine trades at the local, state, 
national and international levels.

“I am grateful for this opportunity to take a lead-
ership role and build upon the important work the 
NMTC and our board predecessors have done over 
the past 40 years,” she noted. “The Council has a long 
tradition of bringing industry leadership together 
and fostering strong partnerships and communica-
tion across the national boating community and I’m 
proud to be able to utilize my diverse experiences to 
continue to advance our objectives.”

Lori Wheeler is the vice president of the Marine In-
dustries Association of South Florida (MIASF). She 
has been with the association since 2014 and served 
as director of operations prior to her promotion to 
vice president in 2020. She is a long-time resident of 
Broward County, and a strong advocate of the marine 
industry.

“The marine industry is a pillar of South Florida’s 
economy and lifestyle. The industry is exceptionally 
diverse and I am proud to be involved in a leadership 
role to help guide the industry as it continues to grow 
and flourish,” she said. “I look forward to my role of 
vice-chair of the NMTC where I can apply my experi-
ence to further the causes important to the Council 
and the national boating community.”

Each appointment is for a period of two-years.

BoatUS Offers Grants For Safe and 
Clean Boating

The BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety and Clean 
Water Grassroots Grant program provides local 
groups up to $10,000 each to help educate boaters 
on safe and clean boating topics. A 365-day rolling 
grant application process allows applicants to apply 
at any time throughout the year. To get started, local 
groups should submit a short letter of intent explain-
ing their idea.

The goal of the BoatUS member-funded program is to 
facilitate behavioral changes in the boating commu-
nity through grassroots projects, some of which have 
ranged from hands-on education about the effects of 
marine debris, video public service announcements 
on preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species, 
and a unique pilot study of fiberglass recycling.

“Think big. Think never-been-done-before,” said Boa-
tUS Foundation Director of Outreach Alanna Keating. 
“Is the project potentially scalable? Is there extensive 
outreach to boaters? Does it include hands-on work 
with the boating community? Does it offer quantifi-
able measures of success?”

Added Keating, “Over the past year we have seen a 
surge in new boat owners who have never owned or 
operated a boat before. Is there a way our grant pro-
gram can help these first-time boaters improve their 
focus on safety or clean water, which can have an im-
pact over the course of their boating life?”

Boat and yacht clubs, environmental groups, non-
profit organizations, student groups or local chapters 
of national organizations such as BASS, U.S. Power 
Squadrons and U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary are en-
couraged to apply. The timeline for grant projects is 
one year or less.

Grant funding is not designed for capital improve-
ments or general operating funds, projects that in-
clude lobbying efforts or political action, or those 
that provide specialized training or equipment for the 
recipient group members. Expenses for transporta-

Industry News continued on Page 7

http://www.inc.com/inc5000
https://www.ussuperyacht.com/
https://www.ussuperyacht.com/
https://www.miasf.org/
https://www.miasf.org/
http://boatus.org/
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tion, meals or lodging, purchase of electronic hard-
ware/software, or boats and other boating gear are 
also not covered.

Since 1989, the Foundation has awarded more than 
$1.3 million in boating safety and clean water grants 
to organizations. For more information or to apply, 
go to BoatUS.org/Grants.

NMMA Reports Steady Sales of New 
Boats

The National Marine Manufacturers Association 
(NMMA) reports new boat sales remained healthy 
through May, according to the latest New Power-
boat Registration Report. Data shows retail unit sales 
of new powerboats were up 24 percent on a rolling 
12-month (R12M) year-over-year (YOY) basis through 
May, reflecting the continued interest and demand 
for boating over the past year. Pontoons, wake sport 
boats, runabouts and cruisers continued to drive new 
boat sales growth in May, with R12M YOY increases 
between 48-55 percent.

“Compared to year-ago levels, sales year-to-date 
through May were up, buoyed by strong sales this 
past winter through early spring as manufacturers 
began to replenish inventory, and inclusive of two 
months of anemic sales last March and April due to 
lockdown restrictions in the initial days of the pan-
demic,” said Ellen Bradley, senior vice president of 
marketing and communications for NMMA. “Howev-
er, looking month-to-month, we saw sales dip from 
April to May across all segments as the industry ad-
dresses persistent supply side constraints.”

According to NMMA’s Monthly Shipment Report, 
wholesale shipments of new boats rebounded in 
May, up 12 percent on a R12M YOY basis from April.
Added Bradley, “We saw manufacturers’ efforts to re-
plenish inventory provide a bump in May shipment 
levels, but we’re still not seeing shipment levels match 
the sustained demand for boats. Average inven-
tory levels this year remain low, especially for high-
demand categories such as personal watercraft, jet 
boats, saltwater fishing boats, and wake sport boats. 
Nurturing customers is critical during this period as 
we work to sustain interest into 2022 and 2023.”

Access the New Powerboat Registrations Report 
and Monthly Shipment Report on NMMA.org here. 
Email intel@nmma.org for more information.

Outdoor Recreation Roundtable 
Celebrates Outdoors Act Milestones

Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR), the country’s 
leading outdoor recreation coalition, in partnership 
with the USDA Forest Service, Department of the In-
terior (DOI) and a diverse range of outdoor recreation 
partners, joined together yesterday to discuss imple-
mentation of the most important outdoor recreation 
legislation in the 21st century – the Great American 
Outdoors Act (GAOA).

Participants celebrated the two major accomplish-
ments of GAOA: the full funding of the Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund (LWCF) and the creation of the 
Legacy Restoration Fund (LRF) to address the $12 bil-
lion deferred maintenance backlog across America’s 
public lands and waters. Both DOI and USDA Forest 
Service have made significant progress in implement-
ing LRF in its inaugural year.

• The USDA Forest Service and DOI have iden-
tified over a thousand vital infrastructure im-
provement projects outdoor recreationists rely 
on, such as campgrounds, roads, bridges, visi-
tor centers, parking lots, trails, water and elec-
trical systems, and more

• Over 150 campground-related projects are be-
ing worked on in the first year alone

• DOI is rolling out 165 deferred maintenance 
projects and an investment of $1.6 billion to 
improve infrastructure in National Parks, Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges, Recreation Areas, and 
deferred maintenance needs at the Bureau of 
Indian Education schools

• 63 additional DOI projects proposed for FY22 
totaling over $1.5 billion in investment

• The USDA Forest Service anticipates $1.4 billion 
in investments to address backlog over the five 
years of this authority

• In FY 2021, $285 million in projects are being 
invested throughout the national forest system 
in 40 states and Puerto Rico

https://www.nmma.org/statistics/publications/quarterly-powerboat-inventory-report
https://www.nmma.org/statistics/publications/quarterly-powerboat-inventory-report
https://www.nmma.org/statistics/publications/msr
https://www.nmma.org/statistics/publications
mailto:intel@nmma.org
https://recreationroundtable.org/
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Keep your marinas safe and 
prevent electric shock drowning 
(ESD) with MarinaGuard®

Key Benefits
 � Protect against ESD
 � Conform to electrical codes
 � Minimize de-energized circuits by 
monitoring each branch circuit

Electric shock drowning (ESD) can happen 
in any body of water. Marinas are usually 
electrified with devices such as electrical 
outlets, shore power, lighting, boat lifts, 
and more, which make them especially 
susceptible to risk of ESD. ESD occurs when 
an electric ground-fault current shocks 
nearby swimmers. 

Bender MarinaGuard® panels monitor for 
ground faults in the feeder and branch 
circuits supplying electricity to marinas, 
boat yards, docking facilities, and similar 
locations. Protect your marina TODAY.

www.benderinc.com

http://www.benderinc.com
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     Legislation &     Legislation &
          Partnerships          Partnerships

This month I am sharing with you some great news 
from California…

Keeping Boat Registration 
Fees Real in California

A coalition of boating groups, led by Recreational 
Boaters of California and Boat Owners Association of 
The United States, successfully eliminated a proposed 
250-percent recreational vessel registration fee in-
crease from the state’s budget.

The groups intend to develop more equitable fund-
ing for the state’s boating safety, infrastructure, envi-
ronmental and law-enforcement programs. The mea-
sure was supported by Gov. Gavin Newsom.

“This is the right decision for boaters,” RBOC president 
Winston Bumpus said in a statement. “The further we 
look into the many different pots where boater-gen-
erated fuel-tax dollars are placed, the more questions 
boaters have identified about the fairness of a regis-
tration fee increase.”

Bumpus noted that California boaters pay $107 mil-
lion each year in fuel taxes to the state, yet only $15 

million — 14 percent — is allocated to the Harbors 
and Watercraft Revolving Fund for programs and ser-
vices such as boater education and operator certifi-
cation, safety and enforcement, boating facilities, re-
moval of abandoned and derelict vessels and efforts 
to combat aquatic invasive species.

As recently as 2019, the state’s HWRF teetered on in-
solvency.

“This is a great demonstration of the benefits of boat-
ers engaging on issues that matter to their boating. 
Working with RBOC, more than 4,000 messages were 
sent by BoatUS members to the legislature and gov-
ernor. It’s clear their voices were heard,” said BoatUS 
manager of government affairs David Kennedy.

RBOC, BoatUS and others are expected to participate 
in a public process with California Division of Boating 
and Waterways to explore long-term solutions to the 
HWRF funding shortfalls.

“Boat registration fees will be part of that conversa-
tion, together with efficiencies and improvements to 
existing programs and revisions to better serve the 
boating public,” added Bumpus.

By Eric KretschBy Eric Kretsch

Take Your Marina to the 
Next Level

The Marina Policy Guidelines Manual offers marina owners 
and managers a guide to implementing policies that will 
professionalize the management of your marina. 

Written by Carl Wolf CMM, CMI of Robson Forensic, the 
Manual provides policies covering administration, marina 
operations, marketing, financial controls, and maintenance, 
as well as safety, security and environmental issues.

Purchase now.

https://www.boatus.com/news-room/release/rboc-boatus-and-coalition-of-local-national-r
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelog.com%2Fstanding-watch%2Fin-the-red-harbors-and-waterways-revolving-fund-teetered-on-insolvency%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJHealy%40aimmedia.com%7C25adfb8ceea646d9c3b908d967c53e79%7C8e799f8afc0b4171a6cfb7070a2ae405%7C0%7C0%7C637654919111750899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AwSViGJVChLyKLDlcwFY8wHcB6Pbs0AEGUkqe4Oi8PA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelog.com%2Fstanding-watch%2Fin-the-red-harbors-and-waterways-revolving-fund-teetered-on-insolvency%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJHealy%40aimmedia.com%7C25adfb8ceea646d9c3b908d967c53e79%7C8e799f8afc0b4171a6cfb7070a2ae405%7C0%7C0%7C637654919111750899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AwSViGJVChLyKLDlcwFY8wHcB6Pbs0AEGUkqe4Oi8PA%3D&reserved=0
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
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Around The WorldAround The World
Registration Opens for World Marinas 

Conference

Registration is open for the 2021 ICOMIA World Ma-
rinas Conference, set to take place in Dubai October 
12 to 14. The conference will bring together 200 par-
ticipants comprising the region’s leading marina and 
club operators, owners, and vendors along with re-
lated government agency representatives. The event 
will showcase innovations in the new marina and 
boatyard products and services and tackle some of 
the big issues and opportunities through presenta-
tions and interactive sessions.

Presentations and panel discussions will focus on 
future leisure, social, and economic trends and how 
they impact marinas. These sessions will also cover 
asset management, maintenance and benchmarking, 
risk mitigations, environmental leadership, and many 
more highly anticipated topics.

The 2021 ICOMIA World Marinas Conference is 
hosted by Leisure Marine Association MENA (LMA) 
and supported by key players including P&O Mari-
nas, Dubai Tourism, D-Marin, and Dubai Harbour. For 
more information and to register, visit https://world-
marinasconference.com/.

Monitoring Derelict Vessels

Canada-based Barnacle Systems — a boat security 
and monitoring company and one of last year’s re-
cipients of Soundings Trade Only’s Top 10 Most Inno-
vative Companies — was awarded a contract with its 
government for its BRNKL Rapid Deploy system, the 
company said in a statement.

The IoT outfit said that it developed BRNKL Rapid De-
ploy when it was made aware of

Vessels of Concern, a Canadian Coast Guard division 
that tracks derelict boats and ships.

The portable and solar-powered (with an integrat-
ed battery) tracking product is housed in a Pelican 
case that can be placed on vessels deemed an en-
vironmental or navigational threat and monitored 
remotely.

Alerts are sent if a monitored craft begins to sink or 
drag anchor based on its built-in sensors, the compa-
ny said — an improvement over the Coasties current 
method for tracking problem vessels (driving, boat-
ing or flying to the boat) and relying on commercial 
and recreational boaters to provide reports.

The goal is to help prevent environmental disasters 
caused by abandoned, derelict or hazardous vessels.
Barnacle will deliver BRNKL Rapid Deploy systems 
to the Canadian Coast Guard over the next several 
months for monitoring and testing. 

https://worldmarinasconference.com/
https://worldmarinasconference.com/
https://worldmarinasconference.com/
https://worldmarinasconference.com/
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/post-type-feature/what-is-innovation-our-top-10-most-innovative-marine-companies
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/post-type-feature/what-is-innovation-our-top-10-most-innovative-marine-companies
https://www.brnkl.io/brnkl-government-of-canada-contract/
https://www.brnkl.io/government-commercial/vessels-of-concern/
https://www.brnkl.io/government-commercial/vessels-of-concern/
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This course focuses on marina operations, 
policies, and procedures. Marina-man-agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and 
challenges throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response planning, environmental 
management, health and safety compliance, and personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small groups, interactive workshops, 
and specific case studies, the AMM course examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and 
permit-ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management and loss control, 
improving the quality and value of services, policy and procedure manuals, business strategy and financial 
management, marketing, promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-tive on management issues, and a 
long-term network of international con-tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended IMM Course.

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the certification that you qualify for, CMM 
or CMO.
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News From WashingtonNews From Washington
  

Key Boating Industry Priorities Included 
in Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill

Yesterday, the U.S. Senate passed the $1.2 trillion In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act – commonly re-
ferred to as the bipartisan infrastructure deal – which 
includes funding for recreation-based ports and wa-
terways, funding for climate resiliency measures, and 
reauthorizes the $750 million Sport Fish Restoration 
and Boating Trust Fund.

While the measure includes several top recreational 
boating industry infrastructure priorities, NMMA will 
advocate for additional provisions in the final legislation 
as the U.S. House of Representatives debates the bill.

“With millions of Americans rediscovering their pas-
sion for the boating lifestyle and outdoor recreation 
as a whole – an industry that accounts for $788 billion 
in economic activity, 2.1 percent of U.S. GDP, and 5.2 
million American jobs – the bipartisan infrastructure 
deal could not come at a more urgent time,” said Frank 
Hugelmeyer, president of NMMA. “From significant in-
vestment in waterway access projects across the coun-
try to critical funding to protect our coast lines from 
the damaging effects of climate change, this legisla-
tion goes a long way toward getting Americans out-
doors today, tomorrow, and for generations to come.

“This historic infrastructure deal is the product of 
strong bipartisan support and leadership from Presi-
dent Biden and Congress, and we applaud them for 
coming together to build America back better. We 
strongly encourage House leadership to proceed in a 
similar manner and capitalize on opportunities to im-
prove the bill – specifically, providing the recreational 
boating community with incentives for manufactur-
ing and purchasing next generation marine engines 
and technologies.”

Key recreational boating industry priorities included in 
the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act:

• Reauthorizes the $750 million Sport Fish Resto-
ration and Boating Trust Fund — a user-pay, us-
er-benefit system, and the backbone of aquatic 

conservation projects across the country.
• $10 billion to support U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers (USACE) recreation infrastructure priori-
ties. (Note: USACE manages 12 million acres of 
recreation lands and waters, with 256 million 
American visiting USACE managed recreation 
sites each year.)

• $455 million annually for five years for the De-
partment of Transportation’s Port Infrastructure 
Development Program (PIDP), which will allow 
significant improvements to port facilities on 
coasts, rivers, and the Great Lakes.

• $7 billion for USACE infrastructure priorities, 
which includes funding for projects on storm 
damage reduction and coastal storm risk man-
agement.

• $4.35 billion for Western water infrastructure, 
which will promote ecosystem restoration and 
make boating access more resilient across the 
West.

A list of additional recreational boating industry pri-
orities in the legislation is available here.

As the legislation proceeds to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, NMMA will continue to advocate for the bill’s 
passage and additional industry priorities. For more in-
formation, please contact NMMA director of federal 
government relations, Callie Hoyt at choyt@nmma.org.

Tillie Fowler to Join NMMA as 
Senior Vice President of Government 

Relations & Regulatory Affairs

NMMA announced today the hire of Tillie Fowler as 
its new senior vice president of government relations 
and regulatory affairs. Fowler will officially join the 
NMMA on August 30 and oversee the Association’s 
advocacy work at the federal, state, and international 
levels of government.

“I am thrilled to welcome Tillie to the NMMA team. 
Her extensive policy and legislative experience across 
a broad range of issues in both the public and private 

News from Washington continued on Page 13
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sectors will no doubt help advance NMMA’s strate-
gic priorities to protect and grow boating, and ensure 
prosperity of the recreational boating industry,” said 
NMMA President Frank Hugelmeyer.

Most recently, Fowler served as senior vice president 
of advocacy and government relations for the Ameri-
can Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA), an as-
sociation of 140,000 members where she managed a 
team of 20 focused on federal, state, grassroots and 
PAC advocacy.

Prior to her time at AAPA, Fowler served as director of 
legislative affairs for The Boeing Company and repre-
sented the commercial aviation side of the business 
before Congress. Earlier at Boeing, she was direc-
tor of strategy. In this role, she was responsible for 
the planning and execution of government relations 
strategies for key programs and initiatives across all 
business units.

Fowler has also worked on Capitol Hill and in the ex-
ecutive branch. She was chief of staff for U.S. Rep. 
Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL) from her home state of 
Florida, as well as a senior legislative assistant han-
dling appropriations and Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee work for then-U.S. Rep. John-
ny Isakson (R-GA). During the Bush Administration, 
Fowler spent several years at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, serving in the Policy Office within the 
Office of the Secretary, and as director of intergov-
ernmental affairs for the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration.

“I’m honored to join the NMMA, the recreational 
boating industry’s premier advocacy organization, 
and return to my roots in the transportation, manu-
facturing and environmental sectors,” noted Fowler. 
“Boating, for me, has been a lifelong passion. Grow-
ing up in Florida, I learned how to drive a boat before 
I could drive a car, and I couldn’t be more excited to 
get to work protecting and growing the recreational 
boating industry and community.”

Fowler’s resume also includes public relations roles 
in Atlanta for the international firm Cohn & Wolfe, 
where she provided strategic guidance and represen-
tation for Fortune 500 companies such as Coca-Cola 
and Aflac. Fowler received her Bachelor of Arts from 

Emory University and her juris doctorate from Ameri-
can University’s Washington College of Law.

Outdoor Rec. Industry & Agency 
Leaders Celebrate 1st Anniversary 

of GAOA Passage, Discuss 
Implementation Progress

Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR), the country’s 
leading outdoor recreation coalition, in partnership 
with the USDA Forest Service, Department of the In-
terior (DOI) and a diverse range of outdoor recreation 
partners, joined together yesterday to discuss imple-
mentation of the most important outdoor recreation 
legislation in the 21st century – the Great American 
Outdoors Act (GAOA).

Jessica Turner, Executive Director of ORR, led off the 
call with a celebration of the historic anniversary. 
“GAOA was signed into law one year ago today after 
passing both the House and Senate by overwhelm-
ing bipartisan margins during an international pan-
demic. This victory during a tumultuous time spoke 
loud and clear that the outdoors brings our coun-
try together and is more valued than ever. It is also 
abundantly clear, with stories in the press almost 
constantly throughout the pandemic and now as 
travel opens up, that our public lands and waters are 
in high demand for the myriad benefits they provide: 
from physical activity to mental health and wellness, 
socializing with friends and family, a connection to 
nature, not to mention the economic benefits to local 
communities, jobs and economies.”

Participants celebrated the two major accomplish-
ments of GAOA: the full funding of the Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund (LWCF) and the creation of the 
Legacy Restoration Fund (LRF) to address the $12 bil-
lion deferred maintenance backlog across America’s 
public lands and waters. Both DOI and USDA Forest 
Service have made significant progress in implement-
ing LRF in its inaugural year.

• The USDA Forest Service and DOI have iden-
tified over a thousand vital infrastructure im-
provement projects outdoor recreationists rely 
on, such as campgrounds, roads, bridges, visi-

News from Washington continued on Page 14
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tor centers, parking lots, trails, water and elec-
trical systems, and more

• Over 150 campground-related projects are be-
ing worked on in the first year alone

• DOI is rolling out 165 deferred maintenance 
projects and an investment of $1.6 billion to 
improve infrastructure in National Parks, Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges, Recreation Areas, and 
deferred maintenance needs at the Bureau of 
Indian Education schools

• 63 additional DOI projects proposed for FY22 
totaling over $1.5 billion in investment

• The USDA Forest Service anticipates $1.4 billion 
in investments to address backlog over the five 
years of this authority

• In FY 2021, $285 million in projects are being 
invested throughout the national forest system 
in 40 states and Puerto Rico

Shannon Estenoz, Assistant Secretary for Fish and 
Wildlife and Parks at the Department of the Interior 
spoke to the importance of partners in executing the 
GAOA vision. “At Interior, we appreciate the outdoor 
recreation community’s continued engagement and 
partnership. GAOA is special because it brings together 
a broad range of recreation: rivers, trails, conservation, 
parks, and philanthropic partners. Partnerships are 
critical to the successful implementation of the Act, so 
that we can ensure that we leverage the historic federal 
commitment represented by the Act with state, local, 
and organizational funding to improve and modernize 
our stewardship of national resources, accommodate 
visitor needs, and increase recreation opportunities in 
ways that align with our equity and inclusion goals.”

Maite Arce, President and CEO of the Hispanic Access 
Foundation, highlighted LWCF’s benefits for under-

served communities and the importance of including 
these communities in the implementation process. 
“The impact that LWCF has made can never be fully 
put into words- from the smallest to the largest of 
Latino communities, LWCF has been critical in provid-
ing communities with what is often their only means 
to experience the outdoors… These communities not 
only need more parks, but they need more involve-
ment in management decisions.”

Kristine Stratton, President and CEO of the National 
Recreation and Park Association described LWCF’s 
historic significance. “Since LWCF was signed into 
law, 42,000 state and local park projects in every state 
in the nation have been funded through LWCF, rep-
resenting over $4.9 billion in investments. And with 
the 1:1 match, that means that the fund has created 
nearly $10 billion in economic activity for local com-
munities. This is a fraction of the economic activity 
that local parks can generate—in 2017, local park and 
recreation agencies generated $166.4 billion in eco-
nomic activity and supported 1.1 million jobs around 
the country.”

Kate Van Waes, Executive Director of the American 
Hiking Society, encapsulated the significance of GAOA 
in supporting the country’s recovery from the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. “It is evident that more and more 
people are getting out there and how important out-
door recreation, especially on trails, is for everyone 
from families out for a Sunday walk to folks trying to 
reach their favorite fishing spot… American Hiking’s 
National Trails Day ® reached 45 million people on 
social media this year, up from 19 million in 2019. 
The LWCF and LRF are really important for all types 
of trails from paved urban to single track wilderness, 
to the bigger, more famous National Scenic, Historic, 
and Recreation Trail System.”

Dutch Harbor Boatyard
Jamestown, RI

Marina Puerto Velero
Barranquilla, Columbia

Welcome AboardWelcome Aboard
NyDock Floating Docks

Huntsville, Ontario

United Community Bank
Mt Pleasant, SC
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Clean Marina & Clean Marina & 
Environmental NewsEnvironmental News

Ohio Clean Marinas tackle Aquatic 
Invasive Species

The Ohio Clean Marinas Program (OCMP), Ohio Sea 
Grant and Ohio Department of Natural Resources ed-
ucated boaters and the public about the serious risks 
of spreading aquatic invasive species (AIS) during the 
third annual Great Lakes AIS Landing Blitz, June 26 to 
July 4. Ohio’s boaters received education on how to 
properly inspect and clean boats, boots, and other 
outdoor equipment when traveling from one location 
to the next to prevent the spread of invasive species, 
one of the most significant threats to the ecological 
and economic health of the Great Lakes and Ohio.  
The annual Great Lakes AIS Landing Blitz is coordi-
nated among state and provincial agencies with the 
support of the Great Lakes Commission and partner 
organizations. For more information or to request 
educational materials, visit www.glc.org/blitz.

Ohio extended efforts by creating a series of webi-
nars including all invasive species threatening Ohio, 
increasing the public’s awareness and providing them 
easy but effective preventative measures to stop the 
spread of invasive species both on water and land. 

Webinar topics included an overview of aquatic in-
vasive plants/insects/animals and terrestrial invasive 
plants/insects/animals; resources on how to become 
a citizen scientist and help identify invasive species; 
and best practices on how to help stop the spread 
while recreating.  Each recorded webinar features in-
vasive species experts and can be used for free in-
vasive species training. To watch the recordings vis-
it https://www.youtube.com/TheOhioDNR.

Dowry Creek Named NC Clean Marina

Dowry Creek Marina in Belhaven is the newest facil-
ity to be certified as a North Carolina Clean Marina, 
a designation given to marinas that exceed minimum 
regulatory requirements. The marina, located on up-
per Dowry Creek in Beaufort County, received the 
certification in June.

 The Clean Marina program illustrates how marina 
operators can help safeguard the environment by us-
ing best management and operation techniques that 
exceed environmental requirements. To earn the cer-
tification, the marina’s owners control boat mainte-
nance activities and prepare spill prevention plans to 
protect water quality. Marina operators also incorpo-
rate safety and emergency planning for their facilities.

Clean Marina is a voluntary program in which partici-
pating marina operators must complete an evaluation 
form about their use of specific best management 
practices to protect water quality. If a marina meets 
criteria developed by the N.C. Division of Coastal 
Management, it will be designated as a Clean Marina. 
Such marinas are eligible to fly the Clean Marina flag 
and use the logo in their advertising. The flags signal 
to boaters that a marina cares about the cleanliness 
of area waterways.

Clean Marina is a nationwide program developed by 
the National Marine Environmental Education Foun-
dation, a nonprofit organization that works to clean 
up waterways for better recreational boating. The 
foundation encourages states to adopt Clean Marina 
principles to fit their own needs.
Bottom of Form

The North Carolina program, now in its 20th year, is 
a partnership between the N.C. Division of Coastal 
Management, the Albemarle-Pamlico National Estu-
ary Partnership, N.C. Sea Grant, the U.S. Power Squad-
ron, and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.

http://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/
http://www.glc.org/blitz
https://www.youtube.com/TheOhioDNR?fbclid=IwAR30SYH5F77h0s_fwWz4SJrRkBaCjzZmUJWO4uLiIkBzRw4Kp8SXzFgy_S4
http://www.dowrycreekmarina.com/
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/coastal-management/coastal-management-recognition/clean-marinas-program
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AMI Contact InformationAMI Contact Information

Kayce Cashill-Florio
AMI Conference and Expo Coordinator

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
www.marinaassociation.org

Toll free: (866) 367-6622
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